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Introduction 
The City of New Haven, via the New Haven City Plan Department and the Amistad Committee, 

Inc., invites artists to apply to create designs for a William Lanson monument for the proposed 

William Lanson Memorial Plaza along the Farmington Canal Trail. 

 

Call released: Monday, November 18, 2019 

Deadline for questions: Wednesday, December 11, 2019 noon EST 

Deadline for responses: Wednesday, January 15, 2019 11:59 pm EST 

Budget: $80,000 

 
Project Context 
This Call to Artists opportunity is part of the creation of the William Lanson Memorial Plaza. The 

City of New Haven, Connecticut is accepting qualifications from interested artists with the intent to 

contract with an artist(s) for the design of an interpretive art element for the memorial. The 

purpose of the request for qualifications is to evaluate a professional artist(s) ability to design a 

monument honoring the life of William Lanson, a prominent figure in African American and New 

Haven history. 

The William Lanson Memorial Plaza aims to honor the life and accomplishments of William 

Lanson (1776-1851), a former slave and one of the earliest black entrepreneurs in Connecticut. 

Lansonôs significant contributions to City of New Haven include, but are not limited to, the 

development an extended harbor at Long Wharf, the construction of a retaining wall for the harbor 

basin of the Farmington Canal, and cofounding the Temple Street Church, known today as the 

Dixwell United Church of Christ.  

In 2014, the City Plan Department and the Amistad Committee Inc, a local community-based 

organization that advocates for the preservation of African American history throughout 

Connecticut, hired Experience Design, Boston and Providence, to develop a conceptual site plan 

and design for the memorial plaza that includes three components:  

1. A timeline of William Lansonôs life and accomplishments;  

2. an outline of an historic canal boat and;  

3. an interpretive art element/monument sculpture of William Lanson (subject of this RFQ) 

The City has hired a local landscape architecture firm, Towers Golde, to perform construction 

documentation and administration for the timeline feature (1) and the historic boat representation 

(2) based off the conceptual plans developed by Experience Design. 

The City is currently seeking an artist to collaborate with representatives of the Amistad 

Committee to redesign the interpretive art element depicting William Lanson (3) that is either a 

new concept or based off of the existing concept. The existing conceptual design consists of an 

open door, a silhouette of William Lanson, and text describing Lansonôs contributions and is 

provided in Appendix B (see photo entitled Lanson Silhouette Sculpture). The current site plan 

and lot dimensions, allocated for the sculpture, are also provided in Appendix B.  

The City and the Amistad Committee are anticipating a sculpture or functional work of public art 

that honors an admired, important and accomplished figure in New Havenôs African American 

history. We hope for an engaging work of art that responds to the landscape and the other 

proposed features of the memorial plaza and invokes the spirit and influence of William Lanson. 

 

 



 

Research Links 

Information on William Lansonôs life can be found visiting these sites: 

Book: William Lanson; Triumph and Tragedy by Katherine J. Harris 

The Successes and Struggles of New Haven Entrepreneur William Lanson 

ñKing of the Colored Raceò Of New Haven Revealed 

William Lanson: New Havenôs African King (Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute Curriculum) 

Amistad Committee, Inc 

 

 

William Lanson Memorial Timeline and Process 
 

Timing 

The City anticipates that this project will take approximately ten months to complete. The 

following is the anticipated RFQ timeline and a proposed project timeline: 

 

RFQ Timeline 

Monday, November 18, 2019 RFQ released 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 Deadline for questions 

Wednesday, January 15, 2019 Deadline to respond to the RFQ, midnight 
EST local 

January 2020 Selection Committee reviews submissions; 
interviews with selected artists/teams; specific 
date and time TBD (non-local artists may 
interview remotely) 

January/February 2020 Artist/team contract executed 

Proposed Project Timeline (subject to change) 

Winter 2020 Artist/team design phase 

Spring/ Summer 2020 Fabrication and installation 

 

 

Budget 
The total budget for the William Lanson artwork is $80,000. This budget includes the artistôs fee 

and all of the artistôs costs associated with proposal, design, installation, fabrication, and 

contingency. A preliminary itemized budget is required to apply but is subject to change until the 

Artist Selection Committee and Amistad Committee approves the artist/ teamôs final design. 

Coordinating with the City Plan Department and Towers Golde, the artist will manage the 

fabrication, oversight, and installation of the artwork. The artist will also support publicity and 

outreach associated with the project and be responsible for quality control throughout fabrication 

and installation. 

 

 

Who Should Apply | Eligibility  
This Call to Artists is open to professional artists. The artist should work in three-dimensional 

media such as sculpture and/or monument design, installation, historical interpretation, etc. 

Artists are expected to have completed prior outdoor art projects or installation. Artists and 

designers of diverse backgrounds and/or who have a cultural, historic, and/or artistic connection 

to African American history are strongly encouraged to apply.  

 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/william-lanson-triumph-and-tragedy-entrepreneur-political-and-social-activist-black-king-governor-contractor-on-long-wharf-and-the-farmington-canal-projects/oclc/748825230
https://www.worldcat.org/title/william-lanson-triumph-and-tragedy-entrepreneur-political-and-social-activist-black-king-governor-contractor-on-long-wharf-and-the-farmington-canal-projects/oclc/748825230
https://connecticuthistory.org/successes-and-struggles-of-new-haven-entrepreneur-william-lanson/
https://connecticuthistory.org/successes-and-struggles-of-new-haven-entrepreneur-william-lanson/
https://www.newhavenindependent.org/index.php/archives/entry/willian_lanson_revealed/
https://www.newhavenindependent.org/index.php/archives/entry/willian_lanson_revealed/
http://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/1997/4/97.04.04.x.html
http://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/1997/4/97.04.04.x.html
https://www.amistadcommitteeinc.org/
https://www.amistadcommitteeinc.org/


 

Non-Discrimination 
The Selection Committee will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, religion, 

national origin, sexual orientation, ancestry, or disability, nor will it consider projects that 

discriminate on these attributes. 

 

 

Project Site(s) 
The William Lanson Memorial Plaza will be located along the Farmington Canal Trail (at northern 

terminus of the original canal wall in New Haven) and adjacent to the intersection of Canal Street 

and Lock Street in New Haven, CT. Please see in Appendix B a photo of the proposed site 

location and an existing conditions survey. 

 

 

Artist Responsibilities 
The selected artist is responsible for: 

¶ Conducting site and additional historical research as needed 

¶ Coordination with Towers Golde (contracted landscape architect) and the professional 

fabricator and retained by the City to determine appropriate materials, scaling, and siting 

of the Artwork 

¶ Conduct 2-3 meetings with city staff and the Amistad Committee, as needed, to present 

concept and design development 

 

 

Selection Process 
The submitted qualifications will be reviewed by a selection committee comprised of artists, arts 

professionals, community leaders, and representatives of the Amistad Committee, Inc. The three 

selected finalists will have the opportunity to visit the site and meet with the Amistad Committee 

and community representatives. Finalists may receive a modest stipend to develop a design for 

the monument and deliver a proposal of composition, concept statement and process. A review of 

the final design will be conducted by the selection committee. One artist or artist team will be 

selected to realize their proposal. 

 

Selection Criteria 
The Artist Selection Committee will review proposals using the following criteria: 

¶ Does the artistôs Statement of Interest express particular attention to this project, 

connecting this project to their past and future work? 

¶ Does the artistôs Initial Project Concept Narrative respond to the design goals and cultural 

context as described in this RFQ? 

¶ Does the artistôs concept include materials that are durable, permanent, easily 

maintained, safe, and reflective of the time period (1776-1851)? 

¶ Does the artistôs portfolio demonstrate a strong, high quality artistic vision? 

¶ Does the artist have experience in comparable projects and artistic disciplines? 

¶ Does the artist have experience working with communities and with diverse groups of 

people? 

¶ Is the artistôs previous work or proposed project sustainable, secure and technically 

feasible? 

¶ Has the artistôs previous work been completed within the timeline and budget and is the 

artist able to work within the Cityôs timeline and budget? 

 
 
 
 



 

How to Respond to this RFQ 
To respond to this Call to Artists, please prepare your application materials and submit your 
written proposal via email to Stacey Davis (sdavis@newhavenct.gov). Please note that we are 
not requesting design work at this time; you will be asked to communicate your artistic 
concept through a written proposal only. The following files are required: 

Ç Artist Description 

Please provide background information including a bio, resume/CV, or other information that 
best highlights the strength of the applicant. PDF, DOC, or DOCX file types only; maximum 
five files.  

Ç Statement of Interest (500 words or fewer): 

Narrative describing the artist's interest in this project, connecting this project to the artist's 
past and future work. 

Ç Initial Project Concept Narrative (500 words or fewer): 

Narrative describing an initial artistic concept for this artwork (including dimensions, 
materials, etc.). 

Ç Relevant Work Samples  

Up to 5 relevant work samples and a numbered, annotated image list with title, media, 
dimensions, location, brief description, date of the work, project budget, and project partners 
if applicable. Accepted file types: JPG, TIFF, PNG, AVI, WMV, or MP4.  

Ç References 

Please include contact information for up to three professional references for the artist. PDF, 
DOC, or DOCX file types only.  

Ç Itemized Budget 

Please provide an initial itemized budget of your project expenses using the template 
provided in Appendix A. If price proposal is based on time spent, please provide your hourly 
rate. PDF, DOC, DOCX, XLS, or XLSX file types only.  

 

Contact 
Please contact Stacey Davis, City Plan Department Planner and Project Manager, with any 
questions: sdavis@newhavenct.gov    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sdavis@newhavenct.gov
mailto:sdavis@newhavenct.gov


 
Appendix A ï Budget Template 

Please itemize your project expenses using the template below or something similar. The City 

requires that total project costs will be less than or equal to $80,000.00. 

 
Budget Item Dollar Amount 

Design, including models, maquettes, etc.  

Materials  

Fabrication  

Installation  

Documentation  

Project management/administration  

Public presentation & publicity materials (artist talk)  

Artist fee  

Insurance, as needed  

Subcontractors  

Other expense:  

Other expense:  

Total project cost  

 

Explanation of any other expenses: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  



Appendix B ï Attachments 

 

I. Site Location 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

II. Existing Site Survey 
 

 
 



 

 

III. Conceptual Site Plan 
 

 

 



 
 

IV. Lanson Illustrative Rendering 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

V. Timeline and Historic Boat Materials Plan (Monument Location Indicated) 
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